£ ‘ VOTE FOR FOOD!

2025 Federal Election Scorecard

Your vote will shape the future of food in Australia. Find out if your candidates will fight for local
farmers, food security, and sustainability. #VoteForFood

Summary notes
While all three major parties acknowledge food-related issues in their campaigns, their approaches differ.

The Coalition emphasizes economic measures that indirectly affect food prices (seemingly supporting Big Industry, but note they
have specific policies for small business), Labor focuses on national food security and consumer protection and the Greens prioritise
supporting First Nations foodways, sustainable farming transitions and dignified sustainable food relief initiatives.

While the significance of food and nutrition in preventive health is recognized by health organizations, it has not been a focal point in
the political conversations of the major parties during the 2025 federal election campaign.There has not been direct support to
strengthen access to local food and independent local markets. Food justice and food sovereignty is not a strong focus in this
election.

In the 2025 Australian federal election, the major political parties—the three major parties (Liberal, Australian Labor Party and
National, and the Australian Greens) have predominantly failed to address food-related issues within their campaign platforms.

However, in interviews, past policies and letters responding to Sustain; they have outlined varying emphases and approaches, these
include:



NLZ

)
LIBERAL

INATIONALS

The Coalition's campaign emphasizes
cost-of-living relief, with policies that
indirectly impact food affordability:

e Supermarket Competition:
Proposing new competition
policies, including divestiture
powers, to prevent supermarkets
from exploiting suppliers and
consumers.Liberal Party of
Australia

e Fuel Excise Reduction: A plan to
halve the fuel excise for 12
months, aiming to reduce
transportation costs, which can
influence food prices.

Labor has introduced the Feeding
Australia strategy, a national food
security strategy aimed at enhancing the
resilience of Australia's agriculture and
food production systems. This strategy
focuses on bolstering supply chain
security and ensuring a stable food supply
for the nation. minister.agriculture.gov.au

Additionally, Labor has taken a stance
against supermarket price gouging,
proposing measures to prevent excessive
pricing practices that affect consumers (
ABC) and_announced $50 mn for food
relief in March 2025.

The Greens have placed a strong
emphasis on food-related policies across
the score card (least effectively in
scorecard dot point 1) While missing from
the Liberal and Labour party
strategy/policies, The Greens have
announced a stronger focus on young
people’s nutrition and public health:The
Australian Greens. This includes:

e Free School Lunches:
Advocating for the provision of
free, healthy lunches in public
schools to address child hunger
and educational outcomes. ABC

e Public Health and Nutrition:
While specific policies are not
detailed in the provided sources,
the Greens' platform suggests a
focus on improving public health
through better nutrition and food
accessibility.




Scorecard Notes

e This is the comprehensive version of the #VoteforFood 2025 election scorecard. It includes additional context as to how and why Sustain
staff and volunteers have ‘scored’ each party’s food system related policies against our 5 campaign calls.

e Each section is segmented into our 5 campaign calls. The first two sections of each call include a summary of each call and a ‘traffic light’
score’. Further sections cover more detailed calls within that general policy area.

e All parties noted in this scorecard have been approached for comment as to their policy positions. Where we have received a reply, these
have been included in their party colour.

e The scorecard ‘traffic light’ legend includes:

@ Failed to adequately address
@ Falling short of the mark, with insufficient details in policy.

@ Well on the way

The 2025 Federal Election Scorecard

Category / Question

1. Effective Food System Governance

Liberal / Nationals

Traffic Light ranking

Effective Food System
Governance

Create a food system that is
transparent, fair, and coordinated
across Local, State, and Federal
sectors. Countries like Canada,

Limited evidence available.
The Liberal Party has no
overarching food system plan
or dedicated minister.

Skeptical of new governance.

Moving toward integrated food
policy — announced a new
National Food Security Strategy
with a National Food Council to
coordinate across sectors.

Strong alignment. The Greens call
for a coordinated national food
strategy and governance reform.

Their policy seeks an integrated
approach to food security,
sustainable agriculture, and




Brazil, France, and the UK already
lhave integrated food governance.

The Nationals focus on
traditional agricultural
portfolios and regional issues,
and have not advocated for an

integrated national food policy.

They generally view additional
layers (like a Food Minister or
cross-government council) as
unnecessary “bureaucracy in
Canberra”.

Their attention to food
governance is limited to
supporting the existing
Agriculture ministry and
regional interests.

However, no dedicated “Minister
for Food” yet, and governance
remains under Agriculture.

community decision-making.

They would likely support a Food
Minister or council to ensure
transparency and fairness - but
have not explicitly done so in the
documents we looked at.

While in a letter responding to
Sustain’s 5 point plan the Greens
align closely with our call to action
however, we have seen little public
conversation on the topic.

1.1 Establish a Minister for
Food that links agriculture,
regional development, climate,
planning, energy, defense,
and all other relevant
portfolios.

GREENS COMMENT (letter to Sustain)
“As a minor party the Australian Greens
would not be responsible for

the appointment of a Minister or
Ministerial portfolio in the next (48th)
Federal parliament.

While this is the case, the Australian
Greens Party Room is structured in a
similar manner to the Government and
Opposition and our elected
representatives hold portfolio
responsibilities. The Australian Greens
currently do not have a portfolio
designation for “Food,” and this would
require a process of deliberation and
agreement through Party Room.”




1.2 Establish and resource a
food systems advisory council
made up of stakeholders from
key industries to advise the
Minister.

The Government will establish a
National Food Council, comprising
industry and community experts, to
advise on the development and
implementation of the strategy.

The strategy is lacking in detail.

1.3 Legislated accountability
for the Minister to act on
advice provided by the
Council —it is not to be
another advisory body for the
government to ignore.

1.4 The Minister and the
council are to collaboratively
create a National Food
Strategy with concrete actions

and dedicated resourcing.

Category / Question

Traffic Light ranking

2. Support Farmers in Sustainable Transitions

Liberal / Nationals

Labor

Greens

Support Farmers in
Sustainable Transitions

lAcknowledge that farmers are calling
for support to adopt sustainable

Mixed at best. (Limited
evidence available).

Liberals support farmers

Labor did announce last year the
creation of an Agriculture and
Land Sector Plan - so we are
inclined to give them a green on

Fully supportive.

Greens policy explicitly funds
and assists farmers to adopt
regenerative practices, cut




lpractices that protect nature and
ensure food security.

economically (free trade
deals, cutting “green tape”)
but show little appetite for
environmental transitions.

Under Peter Dutton they have
resisted stronger 2030 climate
targets, which farmers and
Industry groups say are
needed for investment in
sustainable practices.

Any support for climate-smart
agriculture is via technology
and industry-led efforts, not
robust government programs.

Poor. The Nationals champion
farmers but often oppose
environmental regulations and
climate measures that
underpin sustainable
transitions. For example, they
pledge to reverse or halt
Labor initiatives on water and
emissions that farmers find
onerous.

There’s little in Nationals’
policy about helping farmers
adopt agroecology or climate-
friendly methods — their
priority is short-term
productivity and protecting
farmers from green policies,

this as they have created a plan
and committed funding to it.

Labor’s platform backs climate
adaptation, carbon farming and
emissions reduction in farming.
Funding for R&D and drought
preparedness is in place, though
some measures are still
developing.

The Government will commit $3.5

million to develop Feeding
Australia with a collaborative
approach to give farmers and
other stakeholders in the food
supply chain the opportunity to
address underlying challenges
facing our food system.

emissions, and protect soil and
Water.

They champion large
investments in sustainable
farming and have consistently
pushed for ambitious climate
action in agriculture.

Please note the above
commitment of $250 million to
establish Green Agriculture.




not funding sustainability
transitions.

Response from The Coalition:
refer to the Regional Australia
Future Fund.

Response from The Coalition:
An elected Coalition
Government will continue to
invest in pOrohjects that
support Australia’s agricultural
communities, including in
infrastructure, health,
education and Women’s
safety.

2.1 Work with organisations
such as Soils for Life,
Sustainable Table, Farmers
for Climate Action, and RCS
to support their current work in
helping farmers transition.

2.2 Establish and resource a
Centre for Sustainable
IAgriculture, whose mandate
will be to resource and
support farmers to adopt
lower-input forms of farming.

Agriculture and Land Sector Plan

The Greens will restore the Carbon

Farming Futures program of $25m
per annum, which the Liberals
axed in 2016.

“By restoring funding to this
program, we will see hundreds
more carbon reducing projects get
off the ground.The Greens plan for
regenerative agriculture is about




improving both farm and farmer
resilience against extreme weather
events, while keeping farms
economically viable and our
environment healthy”.

2.3 Hold food manufacturers
accountable for sourcing
decisions, prioritizing local
produce.

Category / Question

3. Support First Nations Foodways

Liberal / Nationals

Labor

Greens

Traffic Light ranking

Little evidence of support.

The Liberal platform does not
address Indigenous food
practices in the documents we
looked at.

The party’s ambivalence or
opposition to new Indigenous
advisory bodies (they did not
support the Voice to
Parliament) suggests a lack of
commitment to integrating
First Nations foodways.

Moderately supportive. Labor
involves First Nations in land and
water management (e.g.
engaging Indigenous knowledge
in agriculture) and is working on
remote community food security.

Specific integration of Indigenous
foodways into mainstream food
policy was not found.

Strong advocacy. Greens
emphasize Indigenous sovereignty
and knowledge in food and
agriculture. Their platform upholds
First Nations rights to native foods
and inclusion in land-use
decisions.

They would integrate Indigenous
food practices (e.g. bush foods,
cultural burning) as part of ‘a
decolonised food system’.

GREENS COMMENT (letter to Sustain)




They tend to focus on

mainstream agriculture and
“one Australia” approaches,
with only ad hoc support for
Indigenous-run enterprises.

The National Party has not
promoted integrating
Indigenous foodways; in fact,
they openly opposed the
Voice to Parliament, arguing it
wouldn’t help “on the ground”.

They favor “practical”
measures for Indigenous
communities but have put
forward no plans to honor
Indigenous food knowledge or
include it in Federal food
strategies.

With no specific evidence on
their views of indigenous
foodways, their broader track
record on Indigenous matters
earns them a failing grade.

Native Title was created to empower
Traditional Owners and protect their
connection to country, but the system is
failing. Instead of supporting First Nations
peoples, it often enables mining and other
land uses that undermine their rights.
The process is costly, slow, and poorly
aligned with how First Nations peoples
experience their relationship with land,
leaving Traditional Owners at a
disadvantage.

Issues such as inadequate governance,
competing claims, and the misuse of
compensation to coerce consent further
weaken the system.

It is vital to enshrine the principle of Free,
Prior, and Informed Consent into Native Title
processes to ensure justice and fairness for
Traditional Owners.

The Greens' plan:

e Review and reform the Native Title Act
1993 (Cth) to address its fundamental issues,
including decoupling the right to
compensation from providing consent and
embedding the principle of Free, Prior, and
Informed Consent, as recommended in the A
Way Forward Report.

e Introduce a federal Act to protect First
Nations cultural heritage, knowledge, and
intellectual property, co-designed with First
Nations people to ensure it reflects their
rights and priorities.




Broader support through health
and infrastructure investment;
limited food-specific policy for
Indigenous communities in public
statements.

Strong advocacy for Indigenous
food sovereignty and stewardship

3.1 Implement (or support the
implementation) of the
recommendations and asks
outlined in all Aboriginal
Community Controlled Health
Organisation Strategies
relating to food and
agriculture. i.e. VACCHO
FoodPath Report

Peter Dutton has called for a
“long overdue” spending audit
of government-funded
Indigenous programs.
https://peterdutton.com.au/lea
der-of-the-opposition-address-
to-liberal-party-2025-
campaign-launch-check-
against-delivery/

3.2 Recognise First Peoples
responsibility to Country, and
the importance of land for
prosperity, wellbeing, and
continuation of culture. This
can be achieved by amending
the Native Title Act to remove
the unjust requirements that
prevent successful claims,
such in the case of the Yorta
Yorta.

Mawang All Together:
Reconciliation action plan

Category / Question

4. Localise the Food System

Liberal / Nationals

Greens

Traffic Light ranking




Localise the Food System

Reduce dependency on national
supply chains by supporting local
food systems.

Strengthen the Food and
Grocery Code, increase
penalties and establish a
Supermarket Commissioner.

Break up the supermarket
duopoly.

The Coalition will legislate
break up powers that could
be used as a last resort tool to

force Coles and Woolworths
to sell off parts of their
business, such as their
alcohol arms, if they were
found to be abusing their

market power.

The Coalition has said it does
not intend to use the powers,
but they would act as a
disincentive for the
supermarket giants to engage
in uncompetitive behaviour.

Response from The Coalition:
An elected Coalition
government will keep
supermarkets from exploiting
their customers and suppliers
through new competition
policy, including $2millioin
spot fines and divestiture
powers.

Labor focuses on national supply
chain resilience (to keep prices
stable) and value-adding in
regions, but has no explicit
program to bolster community-
based food networks or farmers’
markets.

Local food initiatives are mostly
left to state/local governments.

They have also failed to engage
with the Greens campaign of free
school meals, and have not
pulled food into the election
debate.

Invested $20 million to encourage
Australians to buy locally made
products, supporting local
producers.

High alignment. The Greens
promote local food production,
urban agriculture, and breaking up
the supermarket duopoly power.

They support local farmer co-ops,
farmers’ markets and shortening
supply chains for food sovereignty.

They also seek to curb
concentrated ownership in food
retail/distribution, which would
strengthen local food networks.

GREENS COMMENT (letter to Sustain)
“Australians are being ripped off by big
corporations, including supermarkets, who
are raking in massive profits during a cost of
living crisis. In 2024 the Greens introduced a
Bill to Parliament to make price gouging
illegal. This would make it illegal for
corporations with substantial market power to
charge excessive prices for goods and
services. This will rein in corporate greed and
reduce the cost of food and groceries for
everyone.

The Senate Select Committee into
Supermarket Pricing was Chaired by Greens
Senator Nick McKim. The Australian Greens
support all recommendations made in the
final report of the Senate Select Committee
on Supermarket Prices. In addition to
supporting the recommendations made in the
final report of the Senate Select Committee
on Supermarket Prices, the Inquiry’s chair
Greens Senator Nick McKim included a
significant number of Additional Comments to




the final report. In addition to these
comments, the Greens made an
recommendation that the Senate pass the
Australian Greens' Competition and
Consumer Amendment (Divestiture Powers)
Bill 2024.”

https://greens.org.au/portfolios/eco
nomic-justice-and-treasury

Greens election promise as
outlined below:

Make price gouging illegal, with
penalties of up to $50 million for
breaches. The ACCC will be
empowered to take corporations to
court if they abuse their market
power and require enforceable
undertakings to lower prices to
competitive levels.

Introduce divestiture powers to
break up the supermarket duopoly,
allowing the ACCC and courts to
order companies that misuse
market power to divest assets and
reduce their market share.

Create a new Prices Commission
to monitor and examine price-
setting practices across the
economy, including the
supermarket sector.

Strengthen protections for farmers
by making the Food and Grocery




Code of Conduct mandatory, with
significant penalties for unfair
conditions and pressure on
producers.

Increase resources for the ACCC
to investigate referrals from the
Prices Commission and enforce
new price gouging and market
power misuse laws across all
sectors.

4.1 Adopt and enforce the
recommendations of the
Senate Select Committee on
Supermarket Pricing, and the
IACCC Supermarket Inquiry.

Strengthening the Food and
Grocery Code: The Coalition
plans to enhance the Food
and Grocery Code, increase
penalties for violations, and
establish a Supermarket
Commissioner to oversee fair
practices.
https://www.liberal.org.au/our-

plan

“This new appointment will be
created to address the fear of
retribution for speaking out
against supermarkets. A
Supermarket Commissioner
will provide information and
receive complaints, which can
then be provided to the
ACCC.” July 3 policy launch.

Labour will ban supermarket price

ougin

As a first step, Labor will
implement the Australian
Competition and Consumer
Commission’s (ACCC)
supermarket inquiry report
recommendations that will
improve transparency about
prices, price trends and
promotions and loyalty programs.

Establish a taskforce to provide
advice on introducing an
excessive pricing regime for
supermarkets that would be
policed by the ACCC.




Have made the Food and
Grocery Code mandatory from 1
April 2025

Are tackling shrinkflation by
strengthening the Unit Pricing
Code and introducing penalties
for breaches

Have increased resourcing for the
ACCC to undertake enforcement
and increased penalties for anti-
competitive conduct.

4.2 Ensure that there is
dedicated funding for local
councils to implement place-
based strategies, ensuring all
people have access to
affordable, sustainable,
healthy, and culturally
appropriate food.

“The Australian Greens are committed to
ensuring every public school has the
resources to provide world-class
education”

Free Nutritious School Meals

Pitching an $11.6 billion program to
provide free meals at public schools

Support breakfast programs by
expanding state and territory-based
school breakfast clubs through an
$85m annual investment.

“Education is a basic human right and a
public good that should be accessible to
everyone, regardless of their background
or financial situation. For too long, the
Labor and Liberal parties have allowed
rising fees, crushing student debt, and




insecure conditions for staff to undermine
Australia’s higher education system.

The Greens are working to transform
universities and TAFEs by making
education free, fair, and accessible while
ensuring staff are treated with dignity. By
investing in students, staff, and
sustainable infrastructure, we can create a
system that prioritises learning, equity,
and public good over profits”

4.3 De-monopolized and
decentralized food systems
infrastructure. Regions should
have their own food system
infrastructure and supply
chains, including distribution,
growing, storage, logistics,
and scale-appropriate
processing facilities (such as
abattoirs, municipal markets,
green grocers, food hubs,
etc.)

The Coalition has proposed
the establishment of a
Regional Australia Future
Fund (RAFF) as part of its
2025 federal election platform.
This initiative aims to invest in
regional infrastructure and
services, thereby benefiting
agricultural communities and
enhancing regional
connectivity.

However there is no mention
of food in the Liberals or
Nationals policies. Having said
that we do recognise that
indirect investment in regional
infrastructure and in small
businesses will benefit the
agriculture and food business
sectors

https://www.liberal.org.au/202

5/04/10/coalition-to-




strengthen-the-nations-
finances-and-build-our-
regions-for-future-generations

https://www.nationals.org.au/n
ews-posts/coalition-launches-
regional-australia-future-fund

4.4 Invest in regional food
infrastructure (processing
plants, cold storage,
distribution hubs) to keep food
supply chains local and
resilient.

Invest in regional food
infrastructure (processing
plants, cold storage,
distribution hubs) to keep food
supply chains local and
resilient.

4.5 As with tobacco, legislate
a ban on unhealthy food
advertising (including
sponsorship of community and
commercial sport)

4.6 Work with State
governments to amend state
planning frameworks to
prohibit the proliferation of
unhealthy food outlets.

4.7 Ensure fair trade policies
do not disadvantage
Australian growers and food
producers, or jeopardize local
food production.




4.8 Strengthen Australia’ s
food sovereignty & resilience
with policies that ensure food
is grown, processed, and
distributed within Australia to
safeguard against global
crises.

Category / Question

5. Fund Dignified, Sustainable Food Relief

Liberal / Nationals

Labor

Greens

Traffic Light ranking

Fund Dignified, Sustainable
Food Relief

Ensure food relief is equitable and
addresses the root causes of
insecurity.

Failing. The Liberal approach
to food insecurity relies on
charity and pushing people
into work rather than boosting
the social safety net.

In opposition they opposed
substantial increases to
JobSeeker (instead
suggesting recipients work
more hours ) and have not
pledged new funds for food
relief. With a platform
centered on tax cuts and
cutting spending, they offer no
plans to expand equitable,
sustainable food relief
programs.

The ALP_committed $50 million in
funding for food relief charities in
March 2025.

The Greens consistently call for
dignified food access — pushing to
boost funding for food relief and to
address root causes by raising
income support above poverty
levels.

They frame food as a right, not
charity, and advocate policies - like
increased Centrelink payments
and community food programs - to
reduce hunger is a sustainable and
dignified way.

GREENS ANSWER) Our current social
security system does not support those that
need it. Income inequality is out of control
and the current rates of income support
payments do not come close to covering the




Their cost-cutting policies
suggest perhaps existing food
relief would be reduced.

Failing. The Nationals have
shown little interest in
expanding food relief or
tackling its causes.

As part of the Coalition, they
did not push for higher welfare
or major food relief funding.
Their emphasis is on jobs and
charity at the community level,
not on systemic solutions to
hunger.

With no clear Nationals policy
on ensuring dignified food
access (and a history of
acquiescing to austerity
budgets), they fall far short in
this area.

Response from The Coalition:
An elected Coalition
Government will make it
cheaper to transport
agricultural produce to market
with a 25 cent a liter cut to the
fuel excise.

basic essentials like nutritious and plentiful
food.

All across Australia people are having to
make impossible choices to figure out how to
live on $55 a day. The Australian Greens are
committed to continue our fight for income
support to be lifted to $88 dollars a day.
Food relief agencies, as part of the social
services sector, provide support to millions of
Australians every year, including people on
the front line of needing access to food
security. Despite the crucial role that the
social services sector plays, successive
governments have denied the sector the
funding and stability it requires.

In a cost of living crisis, a functioning social
services sector is crucial. The Australian
Greens will commit $40 million a year ($400
million over 10 years) to bridge gaps in
community services provision.

5.1 Properly resource models
of food relief that are dignified
and accessible (i.e. Feedme,

Funding for Food Relief:
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton announced a $50

$95,000 towards Nonna’s Cucina;
a community-based service,
mostly run by volunteers, which




the Community Grocer, and
others) whilst addressing the
systemic causes of food
insecurity through the
aforementioned governance,
agricultural practices, land
back, and localization.

million commitment to support
food charities, including
Foodbank, and an additional
$19.5 million for a new
Foodbank distribution centre
in Queensland.
https://www.liberal.org.au/2025/04

/14/coalition-commits-funding-to-

provides home cooked lItalian
style meals to the aged and
people with disabilities and their
carers. They predominantly
service the Adelaide Italian
community.
https://anthonyalbanese.com.au/

media-centre/labor-to-back-

new-foodbank-gld-distribution-

centre

nonnas-cucina-with-95-000-

commitment

5.2 Increase Centrelink
payments so those
experiencing hardship can
afford to eat a sufficient diet.

Cost-of-Living Measures: The
Coalition proposed a $1,200
tax offset for individuals
earning between $48,000 and
$104,000, and a 25 cents per
litre cut in fuel excise, aiming
to alleviate cost-of-living
pressures, including food
affordability.

Shadow Treasurer Angus
Taylor

https://www.news.com.au/fina
nce/money/tax/what-
happened-angus-taylor-
questioned-over-coalitions-
tax-cut-backflip/news-
story/7cc13fa843ac5c001370
37c9bf8ede36?utm _source=c

hatgpt.com

Guarantee a liveable income by
raising income support payments
above the poverty line, ensuring
no one is forced to live in
poverty.

Make payments fairer by
adjusting partner rates to 75% of
the single rate and incorporating
key supplements into the base
rates of income support. Ensure
payments keep up with costs by
indexing them twice a year to the
higher of average weekly
earnings or consumer price
index.

Remove unnecessary barriers by
abolishing waiting periods, liquid




asset requirements, and third-
party income-support verification
claims.

Continue supporting families by
maintaining access to Family Tax
Benefits and supplements under
the current system.

5.3 Legislate the human right
to good food for all, following
global best practices (e.g.,
Canada, France, Sweden)




